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A book that is considered the most authoritative guide of all Hindu scriptures and has been influential throughout India and Nepal for thousands of years. The title means "laws (dharma) of human conduct (smriti). This is the most widely read book among Hindus. It is studied by every Hindu boy and girl, who are encouraged to study this book throughout their lives. The word "Vedas" means
"knowledge". The Vedas are the oldest scriptures of Hinduism and include three Vedas: Rig Veda Samaveda Yajur Veda. The Vedas testify the wisdom of ancient Indians, which preceded history from remote antiquity. The people from different regions added knowledge to these original scriptures. Hence, today we have a wide variety of Vedas, because the scholars added knowledge from historical
periods to these traditional religious texts by adding four Upanishads and one Jain Agama, which were also composed during this period. The Vedas compiled and passed down by the great sage Vyasaraja (also referred as Veda Vyasa). The first four Vedas contain hymns of praise to the Supreme Being. The last four Vedas are called Aranyakas, meaning teachings of the forest, in contrast to mantra.
The last four are called Upanishads because they explain the true nature of Atman or Self, Brahman or Supreme Being and all other entities in the universe. Vedanta Philosophy is a system of thought which dominates Hinduism since ancient times. This philosophy has been derived from Upanishads, which are part of the Vedas, along with several innovations stemming by Adi Shankara. It is
considered one of the most profound and comprehensive philosophical systems of the world. The Vedas cover a broad set of topics, such as creation and maintenance, cosmology, rituals and ceremonies. The relationship the gods have with the humans is considered as part of this discussion. The Vedas teach morality, duty towards family and society. It also includes a set of religious rituals to be
performed by Hindus to establish a connection with their Gods. A large volume on mythology also exists in this book. Vedas can be divided into four main parts: Rigveda, Samaveda , Yajurveda and Atharvaveda . The first two are the primary sources of knowledge of the Rigveda. The Rig-Veda belongs to the Samhita era. It contains 1,017 hymns divided into ten books, composed by 10 poets over a
period of several centuries. Each of these books is known as a Mandal. No copy of these original texts survive today, however more than 75 manuscripts have survived, which are all quite different from each other, though they share many ideas with each other. Hence it is accepted that the Vedas had been memorized since ancient times by scholars and students for generations before they were written
down.
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